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Longest Night Vigil Brings Hope and Renewed Awareness of Homelessness to Falmouth

The longest night of the year, December 21st, is designated as National Homeless Persons’ Memorial
Day. This year marks 35 years of honoring those without homes who have died in our communities. The
vigil calls attention to the day of remembrance and to our neighbor’s plight. An in-person service will be
held at 6:00 pm at the First Congregational Church, 68 Main Street in Falmouth.

Belonging to Each Other (BTEQO), the Falmouth-based non-profit providing winter shelter and year-round
support services for Falmouth neighbors as they transition to stable housing, is helping to organize the
vigil.

After the memorial service, a simple meal of soup and bread will be served, and people are also invited
to participate in a sleep-out on the lawn at the church for anyone who is interested. As in the past,
people are encouraged to sleep in their cars as well as in tents. Gina Torielli, Executive Director of BTEOQ,
reports that this reflects a continuing trend that BTEO and other community partners have witnessed -
more individuals are now living in their cars. The vigil and sleep out are meant to raise awareness and
show a commitment to changing the stereotypes people hold of those experiencing homelessness. All
are invited.

The interfaith service will be led by Reverend Jonathan Drury. He will be joined by community leaders
and other members of Falmouth’s diverse faith community. Those lost will be remembered with a
combination of prayer, music, and poetry. The name of each departed person will be read aloud during
the service.

For 10 years, Belonging to Each Other has “offered loving support and guidance to our Falmouth
neighbors as they transition to stable housing.” During the 2024-2025 winter season, BTEQ’s case
management team assisted 32 people in our residences, most of whom were over 60, and more than 80
people living in the community. Proudly, 78% of our residents found year-round apartments or other
housing while engaged in BTEQ’s case management program.

For more information, please visit bteofalmouth.org or call Maria Baillargeon, Development Coordinator
at 508-444-6360. Donations during this giving season can be sent to BTEO, PO Box 343, Falmouth 02541
or by donating online by following the “Ways to Help” link on our website.



https://bteofalmouth.com/interfaith-candlelight-service-2025/

